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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

The following is not legal advice and is for informational purposes only.  Every effort for accuracy has been attempted.  Consult the Connecticut General Statues (CGS) for further details regarding the law, and your attorney regarding your legal rights.

CONNECTICUT FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (FOI) ACT
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For your information – The Watergate Scandal, from which President Nixon resigned, led to passage of FOI laws, including Connecticut’s.  Public officials must ensure that the public business remains just that – public.

Under the FOI Act, the public has the following three basic rights with respect to public meetings:  (1) To know that a meeting will take place; (2) To attend the public meeting; and (3) To obtain the minutes of the meeting.  Exceptions may be permitted for personnel matters, employee contract negotiations, and legal strategy in connection with pending litigation and security matters.

FOI prohibits public officials meeting in private to discuss the public’s business.  It is the public’s business, not private or personal business that is at stake.  How and why public funds are being spent is your right.

Ref:  Eric v. Turner CT FOI Publication, undated

Specifically in the Connecticut FOI Act, any person who does not receive proper notice of any meeting in accordance to FOIA may contest.  If CT FOI Commission determines that meeting notice (or lack of meeting notice) was improper it may declare any and all actions taken at such meeting null and void. You have the right to obtain records and attend all meeting with certain limited exceptions.  Your appeal to the Connecticut Freedom of Information Commission for any denials of records or lack of meeting notification must be done with 30 days.

The Connecticut Freedom of Information Commission may be contacted at 18-20 Trinity St., Hartford, CT 06106  - Telephone: 860-566-5682 or 866-374-3617.

Ref:  FOI Act Section 1-206-c

